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Professional 
profile 

Over 7 years of experience with farm animal welfare and behaviour research and education. 
Overall, my research work has focused on better understanding affective states of pigs and dairy 
cattle when subjected to routine farm management practices (e.g., weaning, dry-off) using 
established and novel behavioural, physiological, clinical, and sensor-based measures. This 
knowledge helps refine our understanding of what animals emotionally experience in response to 
routine, arguably aversive, farm management practices and offer animal-based solutions. I am 
also interested in the intersection of animal welfare, feeding management, and agricultural green 
transition. Specifically, I aim at carrying on research on how to safeguard animal welfare while 
mitigating greenhouse gas emissions in dairy and pig systems. I am experienced in collaborating 
and coordinating with various stakeholders (e.g., researchers, industry professionals) both 
nationally and internationally. Recently involved in the following EU-funded projects: 
TailBiteAdvice (EU ICT-Agri-Food), ClearFarm (H2020), PIGWEB (H2020), and TransformDairyNet 
(Horizon-CSA). 

Research 
leadership 
and outreach 

I prioritise teamwork, open communication, and timely problem-solving. I have excellent written 
and verbal communication skills, with experience in sharing research findings with diverse 
audiences. I have collaborated with researchers, engineers, and private companies nationally and 
internationally and I have been actively involved in knowledge transfer to the industry and public 
authorities. 

Education 

PhD Animal Science (2017 – 2021), Aarhus University, Denmark 
 
MSc. Agricultural Sciences in the Tropics and Subtropics (2015 – 2017), University of Hohenheim, 
Germany 
 
BSc. Agricultural Engineering (2010 – 2014), University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Work history 
& 
professional 
achievements 

Assistant professor in animal welfare related to feeding (Aarhus University, 2025 – currently) 

- Investigating the welfare effects of methane mitigation feed additives in dairy cows. 

- Assessing sensor-based behavioural changes in grazing cows. 
 
Researcher investigating emotions in pigs and cattle (Aarhus University, 2021 – 2025) 

- Reviewed existing knowledge and identifying research gaps in cow-calf-contact systems. 

- Provided research-based consultancy to authorities on welfare-oriented organic pig farming. 

- Collaborated in a multi-lab approach to validate measures of emotions in pigs. 

- Worked with international institutes and private companies to develop algorithms and build a 
European animal welfare control platform. 

 

PhD Fellow examining hunger in dairy cows (Aarhus University, 2017 – 2021) 

- Proactively designed and conducted proof-of-concept behaviour and welfare experiments on 
drying-off cows in different research environments. 

- Authored 20+ peer-reviewed scientific publications and led all related data science work. 
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Selected 
publications 
as first 
author 

1. Franchi, G. A., Bagaria, M., Boswijk, H., Fabrega, E., Herskin, M. S., & Westin, R. (2024). 
Animal discomfort: A concept analysis using the domesticated pig (Sus scrofa) as a 
model. Livestock Science, 105524. (EU H2020 PIGWEB) 

2. Franchi, G. A., Moscovice, L. R., Telkänranta, H., & Pedersen, L. J. (2024). Variations in salivary 
oxytocin and eye caruncle temperature indicate response to environmental enrichment 
material in fattening pigs. Applied Animal Behaviour Science, 106291. (EU H2020 PIGWEB) 

3. Franchi, G. A., Bus, J. D., Boumans, I. J., Bokkers, E. A., Jensen, M. B., & Pedersen, L. J. (2023). 
Estimating body weight in conventional growing pigs using a depth camera. Smart 
Agricultural Technology, 3, 100117. (EU H2020 ClearFarm) 

4. Franchi, G. A., Larsen, M. L., Kristoffersen, I. H., Winters, J. F., Pedersen, L. J., & Jensen, M. B. 
(2023). Play behaviour positively relates to weight gain, feeding behaviour and drinking 
behaviour in weaner pigs (Sus scrofa). Applied Animal Behaviour Science, 259, 105836. (EU 
H2020 ClearFarm) 

5. Franchi, G. A., Herskin, M. S., Tucker, C. B., Larsen, M., & Jensen, M. B. (2021). Assessing 
effects of dietary and milking frequency changes and injection of cabergoline during dry-off 
on hunger in dairy cows using 2 feed-thwarting tests. Journal of Dairy Science, 104(9), 10203-
10216. 

6. Franchi, G. A., Herskin, M. S., & Jensen, M. B. (2019). Dairy cows fed a low energy diet before 
dry-off show signs of hunger despite ad libitum access. Scientific Reports, 9(1), 1-9. 

Granted 
research 
funding 
application 

1. “Welfare-oriented methane emission mitigation: investigating the presence of discomfort in 
dairy cows supplemented with 3-Nitrooxypropanol (3-NOP)” – project (2024-2025) funded 
by Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW) (DKK193000) 

Student 
scholarships 

1. Financial support for exchange research period at the University of Queensland, Australia, 
granted by Aarhus University (2020). Amount: DKK20000. 

2. Financial support for attendance to the International Society for Applied Ethology (ISAE) 
Conference granted by ISAE (2017). Amount: DKK3000. 

3. Scholarship for exchange stay at University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences 
(BOKU/Vienna), Austria, granted by the European Commission (2017). Amount: DKK11150. 

4. Scholarship for master’s studies at the University of Hohenheim, Germany, granted by Gert 
Volker Dill Foundation (2015-2017). Amount: DKK116000. 

5. Scholarship for exchange study program at Wageningen University and Research, The 
Netherlands, granted by CAPES (Brazil) (2012-2013). Amount: DKK94000. 

Membership 1. Young member in EAAP study commission on Animal Health and Behaviour (2025-2027) 
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