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Personal 
 
• Born 1965, married, 2 children. 
 
Education 
 
• Ph.D., Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, 1999. 
• MA, Political Science (cand.scient.pol), Aarhus University, 1994. 
 
Employment 
 
• Associate Professor (IR), Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, 2001-. 
• Assistant Professor (IR), Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, 1998-2000. 
• External Lecturer (IR), Department of Social Studies and Organization, Aalborg University, 1997. 
• Visiting scholar, Department of International Relations, Keele University, UK (May-Nov. 1996). 
• Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Political Science, Aarhus University, 1994-1997. 
 
Other professional activities 
 
• Co-convener (with Cornelia Navari) of the International Studies Association English School 

Working Group on Power Transition and Fundamental Institutional Change, 2018-. 
• Co-convener (with Cornelia Navari) of the International Studies Association English School 

Working Group on the Institutions of International Society, 2014-2018. 
• English School Section Convener at the 12th EISA Pan-European Conference on International 

Relations, Prague, September 2018 (with Peter Wilson), the 11th EISA Pan-European 
Conference on International Relations, Barcelona, September 2017 (with Peter Wilson), and the 
9th EISA Pan-European Conference on International Relations, Sicily, September 2015 (with 
Yongjin Zhang). 

• Chair of the English School Outstanding Research Paper Award Committee 2017-2018. Best 
Senior-, Junior- and Ph.D. papers in the English School Section at the 58th Annual Convention of 
the International Studies Association, Baltimore, 2017.  

• Member of the network and research program Reconvening the English School (initiated by Barry 
Buzan): www.ukc.ac.uk/politics/englishschool 

http://www.ukc.ac.uk/politics/englishschool


• Occasional referee for the journals International Peacekeeping, Millennium, Cooperation and 
Conflict, International Relations, Politica. 

• Member of the Danish University Extension Council (Folkeuniversitetsnævnet), 2016-2018. 
Appointed by the Minister of Culture. 

• Member of the Program Committee of the University Extension in Aarhus, 2004-2016. 
• Member of the Academic Council, the Faculty of Business and Social Sciences, Aarhus 

University, 2004-2015. 
• Member of Board, Danish Foreign Policy Yearbook, DIIS, Copenhagen, 2006-. 
• Member of Board, Danish Institute of Military Studies / Centre for Military Studies, 

Copenhagen (2006-2014). 
• Member of Board, Omnibus (Aarhus University Newspaper), 2016- 
• Head of the International Relations section, Department of Political Science (2007-2009). 
• External Lecturer at the Danish Defence Academy, Copenhagen (1996-2005). 
• External Consultant, Report on New Threats and the Use of Military Force (Nye Trusler og 

Militær Magtanvendelse), Danish Institute of International Studies, Copenhagen, 2005. 
• External Opponent at the Ph.D. defense of Yuan Yao (Constructing the Ideal River: the 19th 

Century Origins of the First International Organizations), London School of Economics, 24 
January 2017. 

• External Opponent at the Ph.D. defense of Kilian Spandler (Regional Organizations in 
International Society: Decolonization, Regionalization and Enlargement in Europe and 
Southeast Asia), University of Tübingen, 30 June 2016. 

• External Opponent at the Ph.D. defense of Michael Keith Agner, University of Southern 
Denmark, 2010. 

• Chairman of the Ph.D. dissertation evaluation committee for Will Mitchell, Aarhus University, 
2004. 

• Chairman of the Ph.D. dissertation evaluation committee for Elias Götz, Aarhus University, 5 
December 2013. 
 

Funded research projects, grants and awards 
 
• English School Outstanding Research Paper Award 2015: For “Danish Contributions in Syria 

and Mali: Active Internationalism in a Changing World Order”. Best Senior Scholar Paper in the 
English School Section at the 55th Annual Convention of the International Studies Association, 
Toronto, 2014. 

• Visiting scholar at the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism, University of Technology 
Sydney (UTS), 31 March – 12 April 2014 (Erasmus Mundus Faculty scholarship). 

• Research Grant, the AU Faculty of Social Science’s Globalization Program, “EU’s 
menneskeretlige og humanitære ambitioner: Politiske, retlige og institutionelle udfordringer” 
(The EU’s humanitarian ambitions: Political, legal and institutional challenges), 2008-2011. 
With Sten Schaumburg-Müller and Knud Erik Jørgensen. 

• Research Grant / publication support, Ministry of Education: ”Danmark og de Fremmede: Om 
mødet med den arabisk-muslimske verden (Denmark and the foreigners: On the meeting with 
the Arab-Muslim world). Academica, 2009 (Festskrift til Mehdi Mozaffari,redigeret med Jørgen 
Dige Pedersen og Georg Sørensen, støttet af Undervisningsministeriets tips- og lottomidler). 

• Research Grant, Danish Social Science Council: “The Grotian Policies of the European Union: 
International justice, human rights and the reconstruction of war-torn societies”, 2004-2006. 



Sub-project under The European Union’s International Identity and Role” (led by Knud Erik 
Jørgensen). 

• Research Grant, Danish Social Science Council: “Emerging Patterns of International Society: 
The UN, global governance, and humanitarian intervention”, 1999-2001. Sub-project under 
Globalization, Statehood and World Order” (led by Georg Sørensen). 
 

Research areas 
 
• Fundamental institutions and international organizations. 
• Power transition and fundamental institutional change. 
• New world order. 
• Humanitarian intervention and other use of force in international politics. 
• Human rights, international humanitarian law and the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ 
• The United Nations and other international institutions. 
• International trusteeship and the reconstruction of war-torn societies. 
• The international society approach (English School / Sociological and Historical 

Institutionalism) and other theories of International Relations. 
 
Teaching areas 
 
• Globalization and world order. 
• The UN and international society. 
• International humanitarian law and human rights. 
• Theory of International Relations. 
• Sovereignty, national self-determination and international trusteeship arrangements. 
• International peace and security. 
 
 
Books and special issues 
 
Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Cornelia Navari (eds.), International Organizations in the Anarchical 

Society: The Institutional Structure of World Order, Palgrave Macmillan: Palgrave Studies in 
International Relations, 2018, 368 pp. 

Bülow, Morten Winther and Tonny Brems Knudsen (eds.), International Politik NU: Magtbalance, 
værdier og samarbejde (International Relations Now: Balance of power, values and 
cooperation), Aarhus: Systime, 2015, second revised edition, paperback (327 pp.) + internet 
(interactive book). First edition 2011. 

Valbjørn, Morten, Johanne Glavind and Tonny Brems Knudsen (eds.), Den nye engelske skole: Det 
internationale samfund i det 21. århundrede (The English School: International Society in the 
21st Century, Special Issue, Politica, 46:4, 2014. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, Jørgen Dige Pedersen and Georg Sørensen (eds.), Danmark og de fremmede: 
Om mødet med den arabisk-muslimske verden (Denmark and the foreigners: On the meeting with 
the Arab-Muslim world), Aarhus: Academica, 2009, 247 pp. 



Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Carsten Bagge Laustsen (eds.), Kosovo Between War and Peace: 
Nationalism, Peacebuilding and International Trusteeship, London and New York: Routledge, 
2007 (paperback), 2006 (hardback).  

Jørgensen, Knud Erik and Tonny Brems Knudsen (eds.), International Relations in Europe: 
Traditions, Perspectives and Destinations, London and New York: Routledge, Advances in 
International Relations and Global Politics, 2006. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, Humanitarian Intervention and International Society: Contemporary 
manifestations of an explosive doctrine, Aarhus: Department of Political Science, Aarhus 
University, Ph.D.-Dissertation, 1999 (437 pp.). 

 
Selected articles (see “Pure”, publications, for a comprehensive list) 
 
Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Cornelia Navari, “Introduction: A New Approach to International 

Organization”, in T.B. Knudsen and C. Navari (eds.), International Organizations in the 
Anarchical Society: The Institutional Structure of World Order, Palgrave Macmillan, 2018, pp. 
1-20. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Fundamental Institutions and International Organizations: Theorizing 
Continuity and Change”, in T.B. Knudsen and C. Navari (eds.), International Organizations in 
the Anarchical Society: The Institutional Structure of World Order, Palgrave Macmillan, 2018, 
pp. 23-50. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Fundamental Institutions and International Organizations: Solidarist 
Architecture”, in T.B. Knudsen and C. Navari (eds.), International Organizations in the 
Anarchical Society: The Institutional Structure of World Order, Palgrave Macmillan, 2018, pp. 
23-50. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Solidarism, Pluralism and Fundamental Institutional Change”, Cooperation 
and Conflict, 51.1, 2016, pp. 102-109.  

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Danish Contributions in Syria and Mali: Active Internationalism in a 
Changing World Order”, Danish Foreign Policy Yearbook 2014, pp. 76-108 (awarded as best 
paper in the English School Section at the 55th Annual Convention of  the International Studies 
Association, Toronto, 2014). 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “The Responsibility to Protect: European contributions in a changing 
world order”, in Knud Erik Jørgensen and Katie Laatikainen (eds.), Routledge Handbook on 
the European Union and International Institutions: Performance, policy, power, London and 
New York: Routledge, 2013, pp. 157-170.  

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “The English School: International Society’s Constraints on Power Politics”, 
in Jennifer Sterling-Folker (eds.), Making Sense of International Relations Theory, 2nd Edition, 
Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2013, pp. 470-498. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Christian A. Nielsen, “International Trusteeship and Democratic 
Peacebuilding: The EU in the Balkans”, in Jan Wouters, Steven Blockmans and Tom Ruys 
(eds.), The European Union and Peacebuilding: Policy and Legal Aspects. The Hague: TMC 
Asser Press, 2010, pp. 407-438. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Carsten Bagge Laustsen, “The Politics of International Trusteeship”, in 
Tonny Brems Knudsen and Carsten Bagge Laustsen (eds.), Kosovo Between War and Peace: 

javascript:void(0);


Nationalism, Peacebuilding and International Trusteeship, London and New York: Routledge, 
2007, pp. 1-18. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “From UNMIK to Self-determination? The Puzzle of Kosovo’s Future 
Status”, in Tonny Brems Knudsen and Carsten Bagge Laustsen (eds.), Kosovo Between War and 
Peace: Nationalism, Peacebuilding and International Trusteeship, London and New York: 
Routledge, 2007, pp. 156-167. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems and Carsten Bagge Laustsen, “The Future of International Trusteeship: 
Conclusive Reflections”, in Tonny Brems Knudsen and Carsten Bagge Laustsen (eds.), Kosovo 
Between War and Peace: Nationalism, Peacebuilding and International Trusteeship, London and 
New York: Routledge, 2007, pp. 187-193. 

Jørgensen, Knud Erik and Tonny Brems Knudsen, “Introduction”, in Knud Erik Jørgensen and Tonny 
Brems Knudsen (eds.), International Relations in Europe: Traditions, Perspectives and 
Destinations, London and New York: Routledge, 2006, pp. 1- 15. 

Jørgensen, Knud Erik and Tonny Brems Knudsen, “United Kingdom”, in Knud Erik Jørgensen and 
Tonny Brems Knudsen (eds.), International Relations in Europe: Traditions, Perspectives and 
Destinations, London and New York: Routledge, 2006, pp. 149-171. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “The English School: Sovereignty and International Law”, in Jennifer 
Sterling-Folker (eds.), Making Sense of International Relations Theory, Boulder and London: 
Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005, pp. 311-326. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Denmark and the War Against Iraq: Losing Sight of Internationalism?”, 
Danish Foreign Policy Yearbook 2004, pp. 49-90. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Slaget om Irak: Konsekvenser for FN og den internationale retsorden” (The 
battle over Iraq: Consequences for the UN and international law), in Kenneth Møller Johansen and 
Terkel Kunding (eds.), Atlantiske Afstande: Samfund, sikkerhed og samarbejde i bevægelse, 
Copenhagen: Akademisk Forlag, 2004, pp. 236-254. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “The English School of International Relations and the International 
Society Approach”, in Kerstin Imbusch and Klaus Segbers (eds.), International Relations 
Online, (www.ir-online.org)  Berlin: Free University of Berlin, 2002. 48.pp. (user-name: 
proiro; password: 00pro01). 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Theory of Society or Society of Theorists? With Tim Dunne in the English 
School”, Cooperation and Conflict, Vol. 35, No. 2, 2000, pp. 193-203 (special review symposium 
with Hidemi Suganami, Samuel Makinda, and Tim Dunne). 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “European Approaches to Humanitarian Intervention: From just war to 
assistance - and back again?”, in Knud Erik Jørgensen (ed.), European Approaches to Crisis 
Management, The Hague, London, Boston: Kluwer Law International, 1997, pp. 171-199. 

Knudsen, Tonny Brems, “Humanitarian Intervention Revisited: Post-Cold War Responses to Classical 
problems”, International Peacekeeping, Vol. 3, No. 4, Winter 1996 (special issue), pp. 146-165. 

http://www.ir-online.org/

